
THE HEART OF WYP
A  C O M M U N I T Y  Z I N E

2022

JULIA
BARRERA &
LAUREN
WINNEWISSER

CONTR IBUTORS



CONTENTS
A LETTER OF GRATITUDE

WWW.WYP.ORG

03

04

05

07

08

09

12

14

16

WHO ARE WE GRATEFUL FOR?

WHO WE ARE

ABOUT US

THE PLACES WE GO

OUR SANTA BARBARA YOUTH

OUR STAFF

OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS: FORMER PARTICIPANTS

OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS: PARTNERS

19  

23

24

OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS: FAMILIES

OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS: DONORS

THE HEART OF WYP

25 RESOURCES



A LETTER OF GRATITUDE
POSTMODERN 

PAINTING. Stella 
alternately paints in 

oil and watercolor

Dear WYP Community,

At Wilderness Youth Project, we encourage gratitude in

every facet of our work, whether it’s in a circle of kids

on program or in our staff meetings. Giving thanks has

become as natural to us as the rocky sandstone of the

Santa Ynez Mountains or the sandy shores of Butterfly

Beach.

However, when reflecting on the past few challenging

and triumphant years as an organization, we recognize

more and more the power of our gratitude toward who

keeps us going: you. And although it seems like we

have been thankful in all the ways we can, we have

found one unique way that can adequately

communicate our recognition of your role in getting

kids out into nature.

The idea of doing a zine profoundly spoke to us. Zines

have gained popularity as self-published, creative

booklets that elevate specific communities, often in

nontraditional or unexpected ways. Unlike anything we

have previously done before, zines offer an outlet not

just for written and photographic communication, but

also for art, storytelling, and co-creation of material. In

short, they provide a space for creativity, reflection,

and collective imagination, just like WYP!
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In this zine, we wanted to capture the voices,

experiences, and stories of everyone that makes

WYP, WYP, those who exemplify our core values of

authenticity, community, and respect for our local

environment. Over five months, we connected with

all the amazing people we could find, making

connections with everyone from staff and

community partners to donors and educators.

From those interactions, we have cultivated a

collection of children’s artwork, profile stories of

staff and community members, as well as

contributions like local resources and photos that

speak to the heart of our work in nature

connection. We hope that you can see a facet of

yourselves represented within this piece, as this

zine is our gift to you, you who have kept us

thriving for the past 23 years, and hopefully many

more to come. Happy reading!

With gratitude,

Your WYP Team



WHO WE ARE



Feel Connected To Nature
Are Physically And Mentally
Healthier
Have Higher Self-Esteem
Are More Cooperative With
Others
Are Good Problem-Solvers
Feel More Capable And
Confident
Are More Creative
Do Better In School
Have Good Self-Discipline
Are Tomorrow’s Conservation
Leaders

Kids who come to WYP

The mission of Wilderness Youth Project (WYP)

is to foster confidence, health, and a lifelong

love of learning for young people and families

through active outdoor experiences and

mentoring.

OUR MISSION

ABOUT US

OUR VISION

Wilderness Youth Project envisions teaching

the next generation of children to be peaceful,

respectful, and confident stewards of our

world.

WHY WE DO WHAT WE

DO

Nature makes kids smarter, happier, and healthier.

Spending time outdoors has been proven to not

only lower heart and blood pressure, but also

decrease stress, anxiety, and fatigue. WYP kids are

energetic and attentive learners who develop

leadership, critical thinking, and teamwork skills;

our participants become efficient communicators

and peacemakers, fostering a respect for the land

as well as knowledge of local flora and fauna.

Our curriculum is built on self-directed

exploration, games, awareness practices,

naturalist skills, inquiry-based learning, and

storytelling.

We don't offer “field trips” or one-time outings.

Instead, participants are with us many times over

the course of a season, deepening connections

with themselves, the group, their mentor, and the

places we go.

In our work, we center gratitude, where every

program we give thanks for the world around us,

encouraging kids to develop an appreciation for

nature and their local community.
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We believe all children need nature. Not just the

ones whose families have privilege and easy

access to nature. Not only those of a certain race

or economic class or culture or gender or sexual

identity or language or set of abilities. Every child

and every family.

That is why WYP strives to go above and beyond

to center justice, equity, inclusion, and diversity

in its programs. Through the Bridge to Nature

program, we provide no-cost programs to

underserved communities with the help of Title I

schools and community partners.

WYP also offers six tiers of scholarships for

families with financial need, employs affirmative

action practices, hires diverse multilingual staff,

and engages in consistent community outreach.

We are committed to combating anti-Blackness,

racism, and other systemic forms of oppression

in our community, especially within the nature

connection movement. We honor and

acknowledge the Chumash, the native

communities who have always been the

custodians of this land and will be for years to

come.
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OUR PRIORITIES

ABOUT US 
As an organization, we seek to learn more

about how we can challenge our own bias and

act as a force of social change while

consistently holding every member of WYP

accountable, including our staff, board,

participants, and the larger community. With

the formation of CAAA (Community, Action,

Awareness, and Accountability), a specialized

committee of staff dedicated to social justice

efforts at WYP, the organization aims to focus

more on how racism, sexism, classism,

colonialism, and more affect our work.

OUR COMMUNITY

WYP’s service area spans from Goleta to

Carpinteria. As an organization dedicated

building deep relationships with the local

community, WYP has cultivated a unique

network of connections between participants,

families, schools, and community partners to

connect with as many kids as possible.

WYP is committed to being even more involved

with Santa Barbara residents in the future and

building lasting associations with other

organizations doing similar work. As we often

say, WYP runs on community, and that

community does the true work of making kids

smarter, healthier, and happier.



THE PLACES WE GO
Santa Barbara is home to a variety of beautiful and diverse ecosystems

just waiting to be explored. At WYP, we take our kids to beaches,

mountains, rivers, foothills, forests, and more to experience the true

majesty of our own Central Coast backyard. It seems even as we come to

know our local environments more intimately, we always find a new

place to roam, a hidden treasure of the American Riviera.

Below is a map of just a fraction of the nature spots WYP kids visit with

staff. To learn about all of the spots we go, visit our website at

wyp.org/places-we-go/!

http://www.wyp.org/places-we-go/


WHO ARE WE
GRATEFUL FOR?
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WE ARE
GRATEFUL
FOR...OUR

SANTA
BARBARA

YOUTH
Local youth are at the heart of why we

do what we do, but it isn’t just about

what we bring to the table! WYP kids

arrive at our programs with so much

energy, curiosity, and adventurous

spirit that inspire our staff every day.

Whether it is creating a new, engaging

game or taking the first plunge into a

river, our youth give us a lot to be

grateful for and motivate us to never

take nature for granted.

See below for artwork and letters of

some spirited WYP kids!

Drawings courtesy of Mrs. Thai's fourth-grade class 2017-18, Bridge to Nature Program

A heartfelt thank-you from Fernanda, a participant in our Bridge

to Nature Program.
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WYP-inspired drawings from our Bridge to Nature participants
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Drawing by Sophia Salazar, and letter from her mother Veronica Blancarte

Letter from Rosario Villegas, mom to two program participants

The connection with nature

for me signifies: Relationship

(a lot of peace, tranquility)

Wilderness Youth Project programs have helped us

maintain balance for our daughter because the

pandemic was very depressing for her. I am grateful to

all of the people who made this program possible.

God bless you.

Wilderness Youth Project has

been a big help for our young

ones, you have taught them to

enjoy nature and meet friends,

to know how to share time

and be in service to each

other, and to see a different

life. Thank you to Wilderness

Youth Project for helping our

youth.



WE ARE
GRATEFUL
FOR...
OUR WYP
STAFF
Our staff are the backbone of not just WYP’s

operations, but our culture of respect, compassion,

and, of course, gratitude. They are more than just

employees; they are lovers of the land, artists,

activists, and adventurers. The staff at WYP allow us

to continually adapt and evolve with the local

community, working together as a group of

collaborative, social justice-oriented individuals.

WORKING TOWARD A
MORE EQUITABLE
FUTURE: CAAA

Building deeper relationships with children and families of color by
providing culturally competent staff, adequate transportation, and
healthy and familiar snacks on program

Reevaluating all website language and translations so everyone can
find accurate and understandable information about WYP

Establishing a baseline living wage for all staff 

Creating affinity/healing spaces for staff of color as well as women-
identifying and gender non-conforming staff

Connecting with all staff on a regular basis to learn about any
concerns or field ideas for workplace changes

CAAA is currently working on:

At WYP, our staff strives to promote a diverse and

inclusive environment for themselves, their

colleagues, and community members. In 2019, the

CAAA committee was formed, aspiring to go beyond

traditional DEIJ (diversity, equity, inclusivity, and

justice) initiatives and create a new form of

advocacy that better fits our nature connection flair

What does CAAA stand for?

CAAA stands for Community, Accountability,

Awareness, and Action, and engages in some of the

most vital work within WYP. Spearheaded by lead

staff Canela O’Neal, lead staff Dominique Liuzzi, and

associate program director Gloria Sanchez-Arreola,

CAAA works towards true organizational

transformation, emphasizing transparency, trust, and

strong relationships with local residents.

“It's just really about making nature accessible to

everyone,” says leading member Canela O’Neal.

“Because our community becomes stronger when

we're connected to the earth, our community

becomes more resilient when we're connected to

each other.”

What does CAAA do?

CAAA promotes equity and social justice in WYP’s

programs and internal structure to benefit kids,

families, staff, and the greater Santa Barbara

Community.

CAAA is committed to looking toward the future of WYP while

acknowledging our biases along the way. They push us to be more

responsible, conscious, and impactful in our work, paving the way

forward for a smarter, happier, and healthier tomorrow.

“I think most people want future generations to be able to connect and

be in a relationship with the earth,” Canela says hopefully. “The

inequities are just the exacerbated symptoms of racism and white

supremacy, and colonialism and capitalism, which are going to persist

unless we name them.”

Thank you, CAAA, for all that you do!

L to R: Canela O'Neal, Glora Sanchez-Arreola, Dominique Liuzzi
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https://wyp.org/people/canela-oneal/
https://wyp.org/people/dominique-liuzzi/
https://wyp.org/people/gloria-sanchez-arreola/


Amanda Zavala (she/her/ella) has served as WYP support

staff since 2021. A graduate of Evergreen State College

with a degree in Political Science, Amanda has always had

a love for outdoor education, working first as a camp

counselor in a teen gardening program in Washington and

later learning sustainable farming at Quail Springs

Permaculture in Santa Barbara.

After hearing whispers of WYP from colleagues, Amanda

joined our staff and fell in love with the natural beauty of

Santa Barbara. Since then, she has cultivated a love for

games and creative activities that encourage nature

connection and endless fun.

“I'm incredibly grateful for the way in which students

bring imagination to the program,” she says

enthusiastically. “Some of the most impactful

experiences have been just showing up to a location that

is magical in its own right, and then having kiddos spark

imaginative play that ends up being the most incredible

experience.”

Amanda brings a truly adventurous spirit unlike anyone

on the WYP team. Her enthusiasm out on program,

gratitude for her coworkers, and infectious zest for life

inspire all of us to work towards a happier and healthier

future for our local youth.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
AMANDA ZAVALA

BOARD SPOTLIGHT: LENA
MÓRAN-ACERETO

Lena Morán-Acereto (she/her/ella) has worn many hats

since she first connected with WYP in 2012. In addition to

being a WYP board member, Lena serves as WYP’s in-

house translator and advisor to CAAA. She is also the

CEO of Bridging Voices-Uniendo Voces, which offers

professional interpretation, translation, and consulting

services.

An advocate for multilingual spaces and language justice,

Lena goes beyond simply translating English into Spanish,

but stresses the importance of transforming information

into something multiple audiences can connect to.

“There are so many wonderful voices that sometimes we

miss because we don't create [accessible] structures. So

yes, we want them to have information, but information

that they can relate to,” Lena emphasizes. “As

organizations, we create structures for that to happen so

that ultimately, equity is possible.”

Lena’s thoughtful work enables WYP to connect with all

members of our diverse community, creating strong and

trustworthy relationships with children and families. We

are so grateful to have Lena on our team and look

forward to all her language justice efforts in Santa

Barbara.
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"I  LOVE WYP'S CULTURE OF
GRATITUDE SO MUCH. IT WAS
SUCH A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
TO COME INTO AN
ORGANIZATION WHERE
GRATITUDE IS BUILT IN AT
EVERY LEVEL, AND IN SUCH A
GENUINE AND HEARTFELT WAY."
(LAURA POWELL, STAFF MEMBER)

"ONE OF MY FAVORITE THINGS
ABOUT WORKING AT WYP IS THE
LEVEL OF CREATIVE FREEDOM
WE GET. I IDENTIFY AS AN
ARTIST AND AT WYP, EVERY
SINGLE DAY IS COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT, EVEN IF WE GO
INTO THE PROGRAM WITH THE
SAME PLAN. (KITTYHAWK, LEAD
STAFF)

https://wyp.org/people/amanda-zavala/
https://www.quailsprings.org/
https://wyp.org/people/lena-moran-acereto/
https://www.bridgingvoices-uniendovoces.com/


WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR...
OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS
FORMER PARTICIPANTS, FAMILIES,

PARTNERS, AND DONORS

We are proud to say our WYP community has many

facets, from our former participants and local

partners to our families and donors. Although they

come from many different backgrounds and

experiences, they all have one thing in common:

their passion for youth and nature connection. Our

community makes us stronger, bringing their

enthusiasm, curiosity, and dedication to uplifting

Santa Barbara and its natural landscape for the

benefit of all residents of the American Riviera.

FORMER PARTICIPANTS

By far, the impactful memory Connor has held onto

was that of the lasting kindness of his mentor, Rion.

A spirited WYP staff member, Rion embraced

teaching the kids at Cuyama, bringing a peaceful and

whimsical aura to each adventure. Connor was so

moved by Rion’s mentoring that he invited Rion to his

birthday party; although he, unfortunately, could not

attend, Rion wrote Connor a moving letter (pictured

below) that he still has to this day.

Born and raised in Santa Barbara, Connor Clancy

(he/him/his) first became involved with Wilderness

Youth Project at the age of ten, discovering a whole

new world of adventure and knowledge that would

stay with him for the next eighteen years.

Connor was only enrolled in three summer camps at

Cuyama — experiences totaling a mere three weeks

— but still recounts vivid memories of playing

sensory games and hiking with WYP staff.

“In the middle of the night, there would be a hike,

and it was probably only a quarter-mile. One by one,

you had to walk through the woods at night,” he

explains. “And by the end, I felt perfectly

comfortable walking through nature at night.”

“I just remember [him] being so warm, welcoming,

and just this insatiable lust for life that he shared

with everybody,” Connor emphasizes. “How he ended

his letter was ‘You are love.’ He was love.”

Connor’s experiences with WYP and Rion still inspire

him at twenty-six years old. He has cultivated a

respect for the environment, whether it is foraging

sustainably, doing beach cleanups, or honing his

wilderness survival skills. WYP has allowed him to go

beyond his comfort zone and adapt to difficult

situations throughout his life, pushing

FORMER PARTICIPANT
SPOTLIGHT: CONNOR CLANCY

1 4   |     T H E  H E A R T  O F  W Y P

https://www.visitcuyama.com/


him to continue our legacy of environmental

stewardship.

“All I'd want to convey is the importance that this

program had in my life and the importance I see in

fostering our youth and creating a strong, passionate

community that will preserve a healthier, more

fulfilling way of life,” He says. “There is so much

happiness and magic in the simplicity of living

outside and in harmony with nature.”

Thank you, Connor, for your enthusiasm and

continued commitment to respecting and loving

nature!

"THERE IS SO MUCH
HAPPINESS AND MAGIC
IN THE SIMPLICITY OF
LIVING OUTSIDE AND IN
HARMONY WITH
NATURE." (CONNOR
CLANCY, FORMER
PARTICIPANT)

“WYP programs ended up becoming a really big part

of how I coped and learned to accept that loss [of

my dad] and move past it,” he explains. “They gave

me an outlet and a constructive place to deal with

what I had going on in a healing environment.”

After staying in WYP’s programs for five years, Zac

eagerly joined WYP staff and nurtured his love of

wilderness survival skills, leading to him to pursue

numerous hands-on opportunities with Executive

Director Dan Fontaine and other staff camping in

Quail Springs. He enjoyed the challenge of surviving

in the wild with limited resources, learning how to

camouflage, and getting closer to nature.

However, what Zac remembers most about his time

with WYP is the sense of community he formed

there. Whether it was banding together to rescue

kids flooded on their camping trip in Quail Springs or

participating in wilderness survival challenges with

WYP staff, he always felt that WYP had the power to

bring people together from all walks of life to work

for a good cause.

“Wilderness Youth Project is definitely an

organization that strives to break down barriers [as]

a great equalizer,” he emphasizes. “When you're out

playing at the river, it doesn't matter what the rest

of life is like, so it teaches kids that everybody is on

equal footing.”

Although he has since moved to Los Angeles for

mechanical engineering, Zac has never forgotten the

immense impact WYP has had on his life, nor have

we forgotten his impact on our work. We are so

grateful he was able to share his story and continue

his passion for connecting with nature all these

years later.

When he first started WYP programs in Quail Springs

at the age of 12, Zac Garza (he/him/his) was

processing the loss of his father, who had been the

first to nurture his passion for nature connection.

However, as he reluctantly ventured back to the

familiar wilds of Santa Barbara, Zac was surprised to

find that WYP was just the breath of fresh air he

needed.
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FORMER PARTICIPANT
SPOTLIGHT: ZAC GARZA

"WHEN YOU'RE OUT
PLAYING IN THE RIVER,
IT DOESN'T MATTER
WHAT THE REST OF
LIFE IS LIKE, SO [WYP]
TEACHES KIDS THAT
EVERYBODY IS ON
EQUAL FOOTING." (ZAC
GARZA, FORMER
PARTICIPANT AND
STAFF MEMBER)

https://www.quailsprings.org/


Who is SBPAL?

Going out in nature became therapeutic, especially

for Judie and her peers, who often came from

difficult living situations; being with WYP was a time

for laughter and relaxation amid adversity, fostering

resilience among the teens.

And although Judie was only at La Cuesta for six

months, WYP had an immeasurable influence on her

life going forward, especially when it came to

incorporating outdoor activities into her work at

Santa Barbara Police Activities League (SBPAL).

Judie’s WYP Experience

As a student at La Cuesta High School, Judie Lugo

(she/her/ella) didn’t dare to dream. Branded

“broken” and “troubled” teens, Judie and her peers

at La Cuesta were often treated like criminals,

ferried from between two portables by security

guards on the outskirts of campus.

Judie didn’t dare to dream until WYP began visiting

La Cuesta once a week in her senior year. At first,

she was put off by the upbeat staff, who didn’t

demand the teens earn their respect but instead

gave it freely. However, once she made it outside,

Judie was able to embrace the liberating atmosphere

of Santa Barbara’s nature sites, which allowed her to

escape the demeaning treatment at her high school.

“Wilderness Youth Project [said] ‘alright, the day is

yours. Whatever you want to do to explore and

create and experience something new, go ahead and

do it,’” Judie explains. “And that's what was so great

about WYP. We weren't treated differently. That was

just what stayed with me the most.”

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: JUDIE
LUGO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF SBPAL

The Campership Alliance: scholarships for low-
income youth to participate in 1 summer camp
Youth Leadership Council: community service and
mentoring opportunity for local teens to create
change in their community
Twelve35 Teen Center: a community space for
teens 11-18 that includes an arcade, computer
lab, multipurpose room, and lounge room

With chapters all over the United States, the Police

Activities League was designed to bring police

officers closer to their communities through

educational, recreational, and leadership activities

for youth. Founded in 1999, the Santa Barbara

chapter provides resources for youth empowerment

countywide.

Programs at SBPAL include:

Paying Nature Connection Forward

As the Executive Director at SBPAL, Judie has

brought WYP into multiple programs at the

organization. Now an adult, she is determined to

bring the joy, adventure, and relaxation of nature

connection to the youth she was serving, paying

forward her positive experiences to create material

change for her community.

“[Kids] come to us just because they haven't found

the space yet where they feel comfortable or just

seen,” Judie emphasizes. “WYP is this resource that

we have that's available to us so that some of the

kids who just won't talk to us or haven't found their

way yet can take a break. WYP is that break.'"

We are so grateful to Judie for not only bringing her

enthusiasm to our programs as a teen but for using

her knowledge and experiences to create spaces for

underserved youth to grow. Our partnership with

SBPAL means the world to us and we hope that we

can continue connecting for years to come.
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http://www.sbpal.org/
http://www.sbpal.org/campership-alliance.html
http://www.sbpal.org/youth-leadership-council.html
http://www.sbpal.org/twelve35-teen-center1.html


Holly Gil (she/her/ella) has worked for the Santa

Barbara Unified School District for twelve years as a

science education and English Language

Development (ELD) consultant. Now an instructional

specialist at Adelante Charter School, Holly has seen

firsthand the value of outdoor experiences in

learning.

A champion of science-centered learning, Holly has

worked to shape the STEM curriculum at Adelante, a

Spanish-English immersion elementary school where

science is now taught in Spanish. One of the greatest

influences on her efforts has been seeing her

students thrive in WYP’s Bridge to Nature programs.

“I think the social-emotional part is huge. They're

gaining this confidence in themselves, to interact

with nature and feel safe, and they push their limits

a little bit,” Holly says. “There's so much learning

that's going on [to] build background knowledge for

kids so that when they do encounter something in

science, or they read something in a book, they've

had these experiences.”

As the mother of three WYP kids herself, Holly

remains in awe of the way nature shapes youth’s

understanding of science and continues to champion

hands-on, practical experience to build strong STEM

skills. Although WYP only comes once a month to

Adelante, Holly always looks forward to hearing

about students’ excitement and joy, feeling that her

efforts to cultivate a love of science in Santa

Barbara are finally paying off.
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"THAT'S WHAT WAS SO
GREAT ABOUT WYP. WE
WEREN'T DIFFERENTLY.
THAT WAS WHAT
STAYED WITH ME THE
MOST." (JUDIE LUGO,
WYP PARTNER AND
FORMER PARTICIPANT)

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: HOLLY
GIL, EDUCATOR AT ADELANTE
CHARTER SCHOOL

THE OUTDOOR EQUITY
COLLABORATIVE

Our team at WYP has always been focused on the

power of nature connection to make youth smarter,

happier, and healthier. As environmental justice

becomes more and more significant in today’s world,

WYP is now expanding its focus to a larger

movement rooted in our local communities: outdoor

equity.

In 2019, The Outdoor Equity Grants Program (OEP)

was established by Assembly Bill 209 (Monique

Limón) to increase the ability of residents in low-

income urban and rural communities to participate

in outdoor experiences at state parks and other

public lands. OEP grants are intended to improve the

health and wellness of Californians by connecting

underserved communities to natural areas

throughout California.

In OEP, we saw not only an opportunity to receive

government funding, but an opportunity to build a

network of organizations focused on creating BIPOC

(black and indigenous people of color)-friendly and

BIPOC-led spaces in nature. In Fall 2021, A

collaboration of 8 organizations presented a vision

for increasing outdoor equity in the lower Westside

and lower Eastside neighborhoods in Santa Barbara.

https://adelantecharter.org/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB209


Los Padres Forest Watch
Just Communities
Legacy Project
Native Like Water
The Sea League
One Community Bridge
Somos Semillas (We Are
Seeds)

Wilderness Youth Project submitted a grant

application to OEP in October 2021, aiming to

coordinate with the 7 organizations to ensure youth

and families have equitable access to the natural

resources and public lands in our region. As we move

closer and closer to a funding award notification, we

would like to take the space to recognize and thank

all of our partners in our newly formed Outdoor

Equity Collaborative. We look forward to working

with:

If you are excited to learn more about our Outdoor

Equity Collaborative and any updates on funding, see

this detailed blog post!

Adelante Charter School

Franklin Elementary

Harding Elementary

Cleveland Elementary

McKinley Elementary

St. Raphael School

Peabody Charter School

Notre Dame School

St. George Eastside
Community Center

Dahlia Court

Storyteller Children’s
Center

El Centro SB

Santa Barbara Police
Activities League (SBPAL)

Westside Community
Center

Casas de Los Carneros

A Special Thanks to all
of Our Bridge to
Nature Partners!
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https://lpfw.org/
https://www.just-communities.org/
https://www.legacyproject.org/
https://www.nativelikewater.org/
https://www.thesealeague.org/
https://onecommunitysb.org/
https://somossemilla.org/english/
https://wyp.org/outdoor-equity-collaborative/
https://adelantecharter.org/
https://franklin.sbunified.org/
https://harding.sbunified.org/
https://cleveland.sbunified.org/
https://mckinley.sbunified.org/
https://www.straphaelschoolsb.org/
https://www.peabodycharter.org/
https://notredamesb.org/
https://notredamesb.org/
https://m.facebook.com/stgeorgecommunitycenter/
https://www.pshhc.org/property/dahlia-court/
https://storytellercenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/elcentrosb/
http://www.sbpal.org/
https://thewestsidecc.org/
https://www.pshhc.org/property/casas-de-los-carneros/
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FAMILIES

“NATURE JOURNALING IS USUALLY ABOUT
OBSERVING AND LEARNING THROUGH DRAWING
AND WRITING. GOING OUT WITH THE 4TH
GRADERS IS SO MUCH FUN. I  ESPECIALLY LIKE
BEING WITH THEM AS THEY EXPERIENCE NEW
THINGS, SUCH AS PLAYING ON THE BEACH OR
HIKING FOR THE FIRST TIME OR CLOSELY
OBSERVING BUGS, AND WATCHING THEM GO
FROM TENTATIVE OR FEARFUL TO RELAXED AND
PLAYFUL.” (LYNN SHOEMAKER, BRIDGE TO
NATURE VOLUNTEER AND FORMER WYP PARENT) 

A nature journal created and illustrated by WYP parent and Bridge to Nature

Volunteer Lynn Shoemaker
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FAMILIES

A beautifully written thank-you letter to WYP from an inspired parent



"They say that there are no recipes to raise children, I think they are wrong.

Spending time with them, teaching them to enjoy life and respect the life of

other living beings no matter what they are, people, animals, plants- I think is

the best way to raise healthy, intelligent, and strong children. This is why I ask

parents to include these principles with their children, spend more time with

their families, and take advantage of the resources around them such as

Wilderness Youth Project.

Connecting with nature, spending time with the family and being in an

environment of peace and harmony is something incredible and thanks to WYP

we have learned fun ways to spend time in contact with nature with the family.

The program has certainly been something of great support for my son. He has

spent fun and incredible moments with his peers. I thank your mentors and all

the people who make it possible for this program to be carried out, thank you

very much." - WYP Parent



FAMILIES

A submitted reflection from a WYP parent on nature connection's impact on their

family
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Community 
Exploration
Joy
Opportunity
Protection
Trust

At Wilderness Youth Project, we have become deeply

connected to our coastal ecosystems at Gaviota,

Haskell’s Beach, Ellwood, Campus Point, and many

more beaches in Santa Barbara. Witnessing many of

our participants explore our local coast for the first

time in their lives, we understand the power of the

sand, surf, and salty air to make kids smarter,

healthier, and happier.

This is why WYP is incredibly excited to announce

that The Coastal Fund at UC Santa Barbara has

awarded our Bridge to Nature program $10,000 for

the 2022-23 year! To celebrate getting even more

youth out to the beach, we want to introduce our

community to the valuable work of The Coastal Fund

and its inspiring vision for the future.

The Coastal Fund's Mission

The Coastal Fund’s mission is “to connect people

and the environment   by allocating funds to programs

that celebrate, explore, and protect the coastal

ecosystems in and around the University of

California, Santa Barbara.” It funds coastal-related

research, education, and conservation projects that

align with its core values including:

As an Associated Students organization at UC Santa

Barbara, The Coastal Fund is student-led and -

funded, receiving its budget from annual student

fees. Therefore, it strives to fund projects that

nvolve or interest UCSB students such as the

Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and Ecological

Restoration (CCBER) and Your Children’s Trees. T H E  H E A R T  O F  W Y P   |   2 3

DONORS

DONOR SPOTLIGHT: THE
COASTAL FUND

The Coastal Fund and Wilderness Youth
Project

The Coastal Fund sees so many of its values in

WYP’s Bridge to Nature program, according to its

chair Ethan Estrada. “One of WYP’s goals is

addressing socioeconomic barriers and [creating]

coastal fun,” he explains. “One of our big

components is also opportunity and access to these

coastal environments. That's what I remember

sticking out to me about Wilderness Youth Project.”

Although many of its funded projects closely relate

ito conservation-based efforts like preventing oil

drilling at Coal Oil Point, the Coastal Fund has

worked toward elevating environmental literacy and

education programs. Its vision for the future is to

fund more organizations like WYP in order to reach

underserved communities, connect them with

nature, and transform learning and exploration into

activism.

“That passion, that love for nature and the coast is

going to be what drives people to want to make a

change, and continue on the path of environmental

awareness,” says Coastal Fund vice-chair Mykala

Listorti. “So I think it's really important work that

Wilderness Youth Project is doing, and I thought that

it was a great organization to fund.”

Thank you, Coastal Fund!

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to The

Coastal Fund for supporting our Bridge to Nature

program and sharing our passion for nature

connection on the Santa Barbara coast.

https://coastalfund.as.ucsb.edu/
https://wyp.org/bridge-to-nature/
https://www.ccber.ucsb.edu/
http://www.yourchildrenstrees.org/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/documents/environliteracyblueprint.pdf


THE HEART OF
WYP
At the end of every program session, the staff at WYP

close the day with a ritual of “honoring.” Going around our

circle of gratitude, we honor our kids and each other with

kind words and compliments, praising everything from a

good sense of humor to an adventurous spirit. At WYP, we

believe in the power of honoring to uplift those around us

and remind us of all we can contribute to our community.

This zine hopes to engage in that important process of

honoring the people at the heart of WYP — our kids, our

staff, and our community members — not to close but to

begin a new chapter. It is a chapter of inner reflection and

examination, where we ask ourselves how we can do

better in our work and who is getting us there.

We strive to go beyond being content with stability, using

our experiences of the past twenty-three years and vision

for the future to hold ourselves accountable to our

community. That accountability manifests itself in

different ways but most of all, it means forming and

cherishing connections; it means honoring. Honoring our

partners, our BIPOC residents, our staff, and everyone else

who challenges inequities every day.
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www.wyp.org

info@wyp.org

@wildernessyouthproject on Instagram

Whether it has been forming the Outdoor Equity

Collaborative, creating CAAA, or crafting this zine, WYP has

become so much more than nature connection as a result

of our strong relationships with changemakers in Santa

Barbara and beyond. While one organization may not make

a big impact alone, we are so grateful to have our

community — our heart — by our side as we take this first

step in our new chapter and honor the contributions of

those dedicated to today’s youth.

Thank you for reading and please check out our resource

page to learn more about individuals and organizations

featured in this zine as well as links to nature connection

and outdoor equity articles.

Connect with Us

http://www.wyp.org/
mailto:info@wyp.org


RESOURCES
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RESOURCES

Adelante Charter School

Franklin Elementary

Harding Elementary

Cleveland Elementary

McKinley Elementary

St. Raphael School

Peabody Charter School

Notre Dame School

St. George Eastside Community Center

Dahlia Court

Storyteller Children’s Center

El Centro SB

Santa Barbara Police Activities League (SBPAL)

Westside Community Center

Casas de Los Carneros

OUR BRIDGE TO NATURE PARTNERS

OUTDOOR EQUITY COLLABORATIVE
Los Padres Forest Watch

Just Communities

Legacy Project

Native Like Water

The Sea League

One Community Bridge

Somos Semillas (We Are Seeds)

WILDERNESS YOUTH PROJECT

Bridge to Nature

Register for WYP Programs

Parent Resources

DIY Activities

Give the Gift of the Best Day Ever for a WYP Kid
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https://adelantecharter.org/
https://franklin.sbunified.org/
https://harding.sbunified.org/
https://cleveland.sbunified.org/
https://mckinley.sbunified.org/
https://www.straphaelschoolsb.org/
https://www.peabodycharter.org/
https://notredamesb.org/
https://notredamesb.org/
https://m.facebook.com/stgeorgecommunitycenter/
https://www.pshhc.org/property/dahlia-court/
https://storytellercenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/elcentrosb/
http://www.sbpal.org/
https://thewestsidecc.org/
https://www.pshhc.org/property/casas-de-los-carneros/
https://lpfw.org/
https://www.just-communities.org/
https://www.legacyproject.org/
https://www.nativelikewater.org/
https://www.thesealeague.org/
https://onecommunitysb.org/
https://somossemilla.org/english/
https://wyp.org/bridge-to-nature/
https://register.wyp.org/login
https://wyp.org/parent-resources/
https://wyp.org/wyp-diy-activities/
https://wyp.org/donate/


RESOURCES

Black Lives Matter Santa Barbara

Central Coast Community Advocacy Coalition

Chumash Language

Chumash Museum

Chumash Powwow

Chumash Revolt of 1824

Coffee with a Black Guy

Martin Luther King Jr. Committee of Santa Barbara

NAACP of Santa Barbara

NAACP: San Luis Obispo County Branch

NAACP: Santa Maria-Lompoc

NAACP: Ventura County Chapter

Santa Barbara County's Black-Owned Businesses

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians

SURJ Santa Barbara Facebook Page

Syuxtun Story Circle

CAAA COMMITTEE-RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES

RESOURCES FOR NONPROFITS

Are you Honoring Those Whose Land you Stand on?

Are you planning to do a Land Acknowledgement?

Anti-Racist Organizational Change: Resources & Tools for

Nonprofits

Building a Multi-Ethnic, Inclusive & Antiracist Organization
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https://www.facebook.com/BlackLivesMatterSB/
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=61467c44e7&e=39456eb6e4
https://www.wishtoyo.org/cp-chumash-language
https://www.chumashmuseum.org/
https://www.santaynezchumash.org/powwow
https://www.edhat.com/news/remembering-the-1824-chumash-revolt
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=ab08029321&e=39456eb6e4
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=bdbea922bf&e=39456eb6e4
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=b7f8ccdba8&e=39456eb6e4
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=63ca0119c5&e=39456eb6e4
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=5895799cfb&e=39456eb6e4
https://wyp.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a95317cbfc72f204efd70956d&id=819b8732c7&e=39456eb6e4
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ArDk0S9SD6tIzJNqrHj_i-VlLXj-YQCHXFXwFFU5cUA/edit#gid=0
https://www.santaynezchumash.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SURJSB/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cImDxSIGQek
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16KKj47bggkVePj5N_Ba2Ff7zz-xcpIcT/view
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/2019/03/are-you-planning-to-do-land.html
http://communitywise.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AROC-Resources-and-Tools_web.pdf
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/olcese.pdf


5386 Hollister Ave, Suite D  Santa Barbara, CA 93111
805-964-8096  www.wyp.org

@wildernessyouthproject
 

Wilderness Youth Project


